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TO YE “BLASTED HOPES” DEPART- 
ME 


The bees in convention have met, to decide 

On a new course of action, now having triéd 

All modes but the right one, as plainly appears, 
When oe H. and friend F. take poor bee by the 


To show the dark side of bee culture, and draw 

Their own dark conclusions, and lay down the law 

For the future; but wisely omit interjections 

Of an impious kind in regard to their sections; 

While gravely informing poor bee that the masses, 

On account of improvements, must as yet eat mo- 
lasses. 

This being the case, we, the bees, would petition 

To be heard just for once, in your coming edition, 

Without any distinction of age, color or race, 

From Apis dorsata to the bright, smirking face 

Of your homebred Italians, would ask you to pause, 

And inquire if God or the bee was the cause 

Of last season’s failures. But we'll ask of you first, 

If things were so bad they might not haye been 
worse; 





And if in this year we have just given a living, 

Is there not e’en in that a great cause for thanks- 
giving? 

Or are all the rules of your grand moral code 

So weak that one failure or so can explode? 

And will ye be classed in the ranks of those fools 

Who only observe in success life’s good rules,— 

Who, when all is bright, for more brightness will 
hope, 

But when dark for an hour, cast a new horoscope 

Wherein all is dark, nor blooms a flower 

Of hope, by life’s pathway to brighten the hour 

With joy, that is stolen from incoming years, 

When all must be joy undiminished by tears? 

O brothers, arisc! nevermore be cast down; 

The fruit of the cross, unto all, is the crown; 

And still, with the years unto each heart is given 

Some sorrow, some woe, that may fit it for heaven. 


Let Peace and Hope within thee dwell, 
Nor thine be black Despair’s alarms, 
Till Faith, life’s sentry, grounds her arms, 
_ And Death retires with “ all is well.” 
New Orleans, La., Dec., 1883, A. N. 





